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At HACE we know that the 

most important service that 

we perform is to provide 

individuals and families 

with safe, quality, and 

affordable housing in 

both our public housing 

and Housing Choice 

Voucher programs. 

HACE does that every 

day for over 3,000 

families totaling over 8,000 

people. But for us that is 

just the beginning of the path 

we will walk with many of our 

residents and voucher holders. 

The important journey begins and ends with working with 

as many residents as possible to improve their economic 

and family self-sufficiency and bringing services to their 

communities to enhance their quality of life.

HACE partners with over 20 social service agencies and 

businesses to bring programs and services to our residents. 

Part of that commitment is committing funds yearly, 

providing safety, social service, educational, cultural, and 

special event programming in HACE communities. These 

investments bring matching commitments, providing 

additional support services to our residents all having a 

goal of improving the participating individual and family’s 

path to self-sufficiency and enhancing their quality of life.

Not a day or week goes by where there is not an activity 

or event occurring that would have an opportunity to 

provide a service that will benefit one of our residents. This 

could be a health screening, a youth art class, a food box, 

a health fair, a dental appointment, a community dinner, 

a book giveaway, an opportunity to receive a lifesaving 

vaccine, time with Therapy Dogs, a summer job, planting 

a community garden, free tax preparation, educational 

classes, music lessons, sports teams just to name few.  

The 2023 Calendar will hopefully give you a look at how 

many agencies and individuals have come together to 

provide our residents with the opportunity to improve their 

self-sufficiency and have much improved quality of life. 

Special thanks to the many individuals and agencies that 

have made these programs and services possible. Special 

recognition to all the members of the Housing Authority 

of the City of Erie Inter-Agency Team and HACE Resident 

Initiatives Coordinator Cherie Kinem whose teamwork 

and commitment make it possible for all of us at HACE to 

fulfil our motto of “it's about people.”

Have a great 2023 and know that everyone has something 

to offer to make someone’s life a little bit better. 

The Housing Authority of the City of Erie (HACE) 2023 Calendar is a 
celebration of the partnerships HACE has with local social service agencies 
and businesses to assist our residents on their path to Economic and 
Family Self-sufficiency, address healthcare needs, enhance educational and 
cultural opportunities and in many instances just to make their day better.
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January
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MCRC has evolved from a program that focused primarily on ESL and GED 
programing to a multi-faceted program that still provides these classes but has 
expanded to providing family support programming that assists HACE residents 
in becoming self-sufficient. Their most recent effort is a partnership with the 
United Way of Erie County to offer on-site VITA Free Tax Preparation services. In 
2022 these efforts provided free tax preparation services to over 300 individuals 
assisting them in obtaining over $1,000,000 in tax returns with over $600,000 
coming through the Earned Income Tax Credit Program. They also saved 
participants over $60,000 in tax preparation costs. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment to 
have your taxes done, call 814-454-1266.

Multi-Cultural Multi-Cultural 
Resource CenterResource Center (MCRC) (MCRC)

!



Valentine's Day

Groundhog Day

HACE Board Meeting

Presidents' Day
HACE Board Meeting Ash Wednesday
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Early Connections provides Pennsylvania licensed childcare 
programs on-site at Harbor Homes and the John E. Horan 
Garden Apartments. Since 1999 they have provided infant, 
toddler, pre-K and school-age programs to HACE residents. 
Early Connections provides Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts 
programs for children ages 3 to 5. 

Early ConnectionsEarly Connections

February
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For more information or to enroll call 814-899-3310.!



St. Patrick's DayHACE Board Meeting

First Day of Spring
HACE Board Meeting Beginning of Ramadan

Read Across America Day
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March
Throughout the year the HACE Resident Initiatives Department and its 
Inter-Agency Team partners including the GECAC HomePlus program 
sponsors regular activities and programs for the benefit of residents in 
HACE’s four high-rise buildings. Activities include health fairs, dinners, 
bingo, and Meet Your Neighbor Events. HomePlus and its multiple health 
partners have been key in providing COVID-19 testing and vaccines along 
with assisting residents in obtaining their yearly flu vaccine.

Senior ActivitiesSenior Activities
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April

Easter

Arbor Day

Good Friday

April Fool's Day

Earth DayHACE Board Meeting

HACE Board Meeting

Passover
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HACE partners with the Second Harvest Food Bank and area volunteer 
agencies including Michael Making Life Better and the Sisters of St. Joseph to 
provide food support programs through the year. Second Harvest provides 
Senior Food Boxes and Produce Express locations monthly at the Senior High-
rise buildings and in HACE neighborhoods while other agencies sponsor hot 
meals including special Thanksgiving Dinners throughout the year.

Food ProgramsFood Programs
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May
Cinco de Mayo

Mother's Day HACE Board Meeting

HACE Board Meeting

Memorial Day
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Teaching how to grow fresh vegetables and fruit has been a mission for Sister Pat Lupo 
from the Neighborhood Art House and the Penn State Master Gardeners Program for 
over 15 years. Both groups work with youth from the John E. Horan Garden Apartments 
and Erie Heights YMCA Kids Clubs to create gardens that produce potatoes, squash, 
cucumbers, tomatoes, peppers and much more. Sister Pat and her Green Team spend 
the year studying environmental activities that impact daily life.

Master Gardeners & Master Gardeners & 
Neighborhood Art House Neighborhood Art House 
Community Garden ProgramsCommunity Garden Programs
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Flag Day HACE Board Meeting

HACE Board Meeting First Day of SummerFather's Day
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The Dafmark Creative Arts Program located in the John E. Horan Garden 
Apartments gives children the opportunity to experience Fine Arts classes in their 
own neighborhoods. Classes have included theatre arts, music lessons (violin/
cello), dance (hoop/ballet/step/gymnastics), painting, ceramics (clay pottery) and 
reading programs. Youth participate in an Art Show and Live Theatre Production 
yearly. The Dafmark program at the John E. Horan Garden Apartments was 
awarded the 2022 Pennsylvania Association of Housing and Redevelopment 
Agencies (PAHRA) prestigious Bellamy Award for Program Excellence.  

Dafmark Creative ArtsDafmark Creative Arts

June
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If there is an activity being planned to provide 
support services to residents the Quebec 
Officers are the first to join the effort. These 
activities have included SafeNet Lethality 
Assessment Programing that provides safety 
and support for victims of domestic violence, 
youth programs including Learn to Fish, 
Mentor/Youth Golf, Nature activities, Meet 
Your Neighbor Days and Senior High-rise 
recreational activities. The C.O.P.P.S. officer’s 
presence in HACE neighborhoods for the past 
25 years have made a real difference in the 
quality of life of our residents, creating the 
safe communities our residents deserve.

Community Oriented Community Oriented 
Police and Probation Police and Probation 
Services Program Services Program 
(C.O.P.P.S.)(C.O.P.P.S.)

Independence Day

HACE Board Meeting

HACE Board Meeting
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For more information call 814-899-8820.!
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August
For the last 20 years caseworkers from the HACE FSS programs have worked with FSS 
participants to assist them on their path to Economic and Family Self-sufficiency. These 
efforts focus on improving educational and employment skills, becoming increasingly 
independent by addressing and reducing debt, improving their credit scores, obtaining 
a drivers license and a reliable vehicle, eliminating dependence on government 
support programs and in many cases purchasing their first home.

HACE Family HACE Family 
Self-sufficiency (FSS)Self-sufficiency (FSS)
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HACE Board Meeting
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For the past 10 years, Community Health Net Dental has provided 
full-service dental care to at-risk individuals and families. Although 
Community Health Net accepts patients with any insurance and without 
insurance, based on family size and income, Medicaid Insurance is used 
primarily by their patients. Users of Medicaid insurance are at-risk of 
being underserved in their ability to find dental services. The dental 
office located in the John E. Horan Garden Apartments is one of the few 
in Erie County that serves Medicaid patients and offers walk-in services. 
Health studies indicate that poor access to dental services is a precursor 
to long-term overall health problems.

Gannon University Nursing students 
at Health Fair for John E. Horan 
Garden Apartment residents.

Community Health Net Community Health Net 
Dental Services (CHN) Dental Services (CHN) 
& Gannon University & Gannon University 
Nursing CenterNursing Center

Labor Day

Grandparents' Day Rosh Hashanah

Constitution Day

Yom Kippur HACE Board Meeting

First Day of AutumnHACE Board Meeting
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For more information on Community Health Net dental services, 
call 814-464-0307, or 814-455-7222 for medical services. 

For more information on the services provided by 
the Gannon Nursing Center call 464-0398.!
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October

Halloween

HACE Board Meeting

HACE Board Meeting
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The E.F. Smith/Quality of Life Learning Center has been a fixture 
in the Harbor Homes Community for over 20 years providing 
first primarily GED and English as a Second Language before 
expanding their services to include supportive services for New 
Americans. Most recently QLLC has provided COVID-19 testing 
and vaccine services to hundreds of underserved families and 
employment opportunities to youth through programs funded 
by the American Recovery Act. 

E.F. Smith/Quality of E.F. Smith/Quality of 
Life Program (QLLC)Life Program (QLLC)

For more information or to enroll in classes call 814-899-3904. !

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT



1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

HACE has many social service agencies and area business that 
have partnered with HACE for over 20 years to provides support 
services to our families. Recent partners have included Widget 
Financial (Turkey Giveaway Day), WQLN, ONEX Industries 
(Santa’s Christmas Tree), Books for Kids (Free Books to HACE 
Youth), Gannon University, LECOM, and the Erie Family Center.

Community PartnersCommunity Partners

November

Veterans Day

Thanksgiving

HACE Board Meeting

HACE Board Meeting
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December
The YMCA of Greater Erie and GECAC HomePlus have provided youth 
recreation and senior programs on-site in HACE Communities for the past 20 
years. These programs give HACE youth and seniors safe and entertaining 
places to be with and make new friends. They are multi-generational havens 
providing health information, recreation activities that are designed for all 
levels, educational programing, and creative arts experiences. So, no matter 
your age there is a HACE social service partner offering a program for you 
and your family.

YMCA of Greater Erie YMCA of Greater Erie 
& GECAC HomePlus& GECAC HomePlus

Hanukkah

First Day of WinterHACE Board Meeting

First Day of KwanzaaNew Year's Eve
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For more information, call 814-456-6558 YMCA at John E. Horan 
Garden Apartments or 814-860-8499 YMCA at Erie Heights.!
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Bishop Dwane Brock – Chair
Patricia E. Mickel – Vice Chair
Ned Smith – Treasurer
Sean Dugan – Commissioner
Donald J. Fuhrmann – Commissioner
Michael R. Fraley – Executive Director and Secretary
Timothy M. Sennett Esq. – Legal Counsel

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF ERIE

606 Holland Street
Erie, PA 16501-1285
Phone: 814-452-2425
Fax: 814-452-2429
TDD: 814-455-1707
www.hace.org

When it is said that “it takes a village,” we at HACE 
see it every day from staff, social service partners and 
volunteers. You have all made a difference in the lives of 
our residents. Thank you for your kindness and caring!

Special thanks to the HACE board of directors and 
staff for their commitment to the HACE motto of “It will 
always be about people!” 
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